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promote sustained, inclusive & sustainable  
economic growth, full & productive  
employment & decent work for all

Goal 11 
Seeks to support the majority of people 
on the planet who live in cities, advocating 
good housing, clean and safe cities and 
access to basic services for all 

How good and pleasant it is when God’s 
people live together in unity!  
Psalm 133:1

We mentioned cities before, when we were 
considering Goal 9 about industry and 
infrastructure. Goal 11 however, recognises the 
reality that cities are where most people live, 
60% of the world’s population by 2030. But the 
communities that are created within them are 
sometimes fragile and dangerous. This then is 
a goal focussed on living together well, in the 
knowledge that very often the closer together 
we are, the harder that is to do. 

The issues that affect busy communities, especially 
urban ones are many; population, housing, 
pollution, transport, sanitation as well as the 
complex business of enabling large numbers of 
very different people to get along together. The 
Bible has a lot to say about living effectively, and 
inclusively, as a community, in ways that make it safe, 
resilient and sustainable. It even has a (Greek) word 
for it ‘koinonia’ meaning a combined sharing and 
participation, individuals jointly engaging together 
and accepting responsibility for one another. It is 
used most commonly in relation to the community 

of the church but the church itself is intended to be 
an example to wider society of how to live together, 
therefore it has much to contribute to the thinking 
behind this goal.

Practically speaking, close to 1 billion people 
currently live in city slums and approximately 
half of the world’s urban population are exposed 
to pollution levels at least 2.5 times higher than 
the maximum recommended World Health 
Organisation level. These bare statistics form 
much of the substance of the targets behind 
this goal but the heart of it, the crucial means by 
which they will be achieved, is the engagement 
of people within the communities themselves. 
The creation of genuine community is notoriously 
difficult at a policy level, it requires people 
committed together, ‘koinonia’.

The contemporary church has massive expertise 
and experience in building community, whether 
in African slums or UK housing estates. As with 
many of these goals, it has unique capacity 
and motivation to make a difference in every 
conceivable community all around the world. 
Christians cannot only define but help create safe, 
effective, resilient and strong communities. 
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Half of humanity lives  
in cities, but of these,  
828 million still live  
in slums

Millard Fuller was an affluent businessman and 
lawyer who gave it all up to follow a life of simple 
Christian service. 

Together with theologian Clarence Jordan, Millard 
developed the concept of partnership housing and 
eventually set up Habitat for Humanity. Since 1976 Habitat 
has served 10 million people and now works in 70 countries. 

GOAL 11 IN ACTION
Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat 
for Humanity brings people together to build 
homes, communities and hope. Every day, 
Habitat works beside families and communities 
to improve the place they call home. 

Slum upgrading programmes include home 
renovations, building community toilets and 
improving drainage. In response to the Prophet Micah’s 
call to walk humbly with God, doing justice and 
showing mercy, Habitat promotes decent, affordable 
housing for all and advocates for ‘just’ housing policies 
to eliminate the constraints that contribute to poverty 
housing. This is a huge global need as the rate of cities 
and slums grows. Habitat was extensively influential 
in the formulation of the Goals to ensure that housing 
needs are met as cities expand and slum populations 
rise. Goal 11 emphasises housing, secure tenure and 
community-led development. Yet, the work has just 
begun. Implementing it will require hard work, political 
will and mutual accountability.

GROUP DISCUSSION 
■	 	What Biblical texts come to mind when 

you think of the call to build and be a 
genuine community?

■	 	Acts 2:44-46 is perhaps the most well 
known description of ‘koinonia’, what are 
the key ingredients and how might we 
apply them today?

■	 	Practically, how can we stand with those 
who do not have a decent place to live 
in your community or other parts of the 
world?

WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT IT?
Local – How could your community become 
more inclusive, particularly for those in a 
vulnerable situation, for the elderly or for 
those with a disability? 

International – Join Habitat for Humanity’s 
Solid Ground campaign; sign the petition 
urging leaders to prioritise land for shelter.


